
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Drawing everyday 

people to faithfully 

follow Godõs Word. 

Faith Lutheran Church  

May, 2018 Newsletter  

3000 NW Loop, Stephenville, Texas 76401 
254-968-2710 

Website: faithlutheranstephenville.com 
Email:  church.office@faithlutheranstephenville.com    

Special Events  

May 3    National Day of Prayer  

  (Faith hosts hour of prayer at 2:00pm in sanctuary) 

May 6    Confirmation Sunday (both services) 

May 8   Secret Prayer Pal Reveal at 5:30pm in Room 9 

May 13  Graduation Brunch 

aŀȅ нл  ±ƻǘŜǊΩǎ aŜŜǘƛƴƎ ōŜǘǿŜŜƴ ǎŜǊǾƛŎŜǎ 

   FLY Fundraiser ς Pizza on Pentecost  

May 22  Faith School Graduation at 5:30pm in the family ctr. 

May 26  Ladies Day Out at 9:15am in Hico 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 May , 2018 Pastorõs Page 

Reflections on Retiring 
 

Just as I thought I would be winding down, the Lord winds me back up. Confirmations, new adults 

to prepare for membership, teaching one more Stephen Ministry module, at least one wedding 

that I know of so far, a mission trip to the coast (God willing), and serving on a floor committee 

during the District Convention prior to my last Sunday eight Sundays from now.  That does not 

include selling the house while Cheryl is tending to a daughterôs post-surgery needs in 

Wisconsin, and the hoops to jump through for Concordia to implement my retirement status.  

Well, I did not intend to fade slowly, but I was planning to have some time for reflection.  This 

looks like the time to do just that. June might get a little crazy. 
 

Firstly, I remember that one pastor wrote that He was not retiring, just reassigning himself to a 

different, slower-paced ministry.  (Read: part-time as opportunities come up.) I certainly do not 

intend to let 36 years of training and experience and all that I have learned from you all to go to 

waste. What that will look like remains to appear, and will not take shape until Cheryl and I 

resettle, rediscover each other, and get into the rhythm of full time grand parenting.  While I am 

leaving one place, one purpose, and one position, I am going toward another. 
 

Secondly, I want you to know two things about you, the members of Faith.  The first thing is that 

we will certainly miss you all, not just as faithful parishioners, but even more as dear friends 

and partners in the Gospel. Years of tears and laughter, celebrations and sorrows, 

breakthroughs and breakdowns that we have experienced together have united us at the foot of 

the cross to express gratitude and seek grace.  I do leave with regrets about what I failed to do, 

or even attempted. My deepest sorrow is for the decision that some have made to walk away 

from Godôs gifts and people. My greatest joy is that you kept the faith through challenges of loss 

and sickness and confusion.  When you did not know what God was up to, you still trusted His 

love and guidance.  You availed yourself of His Words and Sacraments and the Fellowship of 

kindred spirits to invigorate and inspire your faith. What a joy to experience this with you. 
 

That leads to the other thing I want you to know about yourselves as the people of Faith.  You will 

be a tremendous blessing to your next shepherd, because you exemplify what peace, joy, and 

love look like in Godôs church.  I know that God is continuing to bind up wounds, restore faith 

and hope, renew love, and build bridges where there were at times chasms seemingly too wide 

and deep to cross.  You have let love and patience open your heart to Godôs forgiveness.  I pray 

that such a sweet spirit continue and grow.  
 

I am sure there will be many more thoughts and memories to dwell on in the months and years 

ahead. In case I did not have the opportunity to share them later, I wanted to do so now.   
 

Thanks for reading. 
 

To God Be All the Glory,   Pastor Tom Konz 

 

May 2018  Sermon Themes 
 

May 6       ñThree-fold Testimonyò     1 John 5:6-8   Confirmation Sunday 

May 13     ñChristôs Care Prayerò     John 17:11ï19         Motherôs Day  

May 20     ñThe Holy Spiritôs Work: Your Salvationò    Acts 2:17-21   Pentecost Sunday  

May 27     ñ Holy, holy, holyò    Isaiah 6:1-8   Holy Trinity Sunday  

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Happy Summer! 

State of the School  

Well, church family, here at Faith School we see the light of summer at 

the end of the tunnel!   Another successful year of spreading the Good 

News of our Lord and Savior w ith nearly 150 families and 168 

children.    They have learned ABCs and 123s, but more importantly they 

have learned they are loved by Christ and their teachers.    Making good 

choices and being socially responsible come with that love!   We are so 

very bless ed to do His work and serve the mission of our Church.    

We will be busting at the seams this summer.   All classrooms are full and 

we have two full school -aged groups, in addition to a full Kindergarten 

group.   New staff and new families are excited to get  the summer 

rolling.    Our theme for the summer will be Outer Space!   Many of our 

PreK and Kinder kids will tell you now that Pluto is not a planet while 

some schoolers still defend its existence.   So, we will explore the theory 

of a dwarf planet.   It will  be a ton of fun.  

Even after working to get summer and fall enrollment confirmed, getting 

families off the waiting list and enrolled, we still have 173 on our waiting 

list!  Growth of our program and the communities desire to be part of it, 

will , hopefully , drive us to expand in the near future.    

The school families are aware of Pastorõs retirement and as we as a 

congregation will miss him, so will the Faith School children and their 

parents.   Pastor is the only Pastor in many of their lives and they feel part 

of our church family.   It has been touching hearing how they feel about 

him and the impact that he has made on their lives by sharing the 

Gospel with such a caring spirit.   We are all very thankful for his 

leadership and guidance.    

Thank you all for continued prayers and support of this mission.   Doing 

Godõs work is a blessing to the entire staff and me.  Please feel free to 

come visit any time and experience the love and joy we are privy to 

each and every day!  

Serving Him,  

Magan Carrasco  

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Sunday School is for Everyone.  

 

Just as God gave His Son to walk here on Earth, He also 

gave us Jesus in the form of His Word. 
 

I encourage you to plug in for Christian Education from 
9:45-10:30am every Sunday morning.  

 

 

 

Journey through Romans with 

Pastor Tom in the narthex.  
 

Everett Seider leads a study on  

ά/ƘǊƛǎǘƛŀƴ /ŀǊŜƎƛǾƛƴƎ ς A Way 

ƻŦ [ƛŦŜέ ƛƴ wƻƻƳ bƛƴŜΦ 

 

 

Adult Classes  

 

 

Youth Classes  

Children 3 and under play in the nursery.  

Preschool through 6th graders are learning 

about Jesus & the ten lepers. 

7th through 12th graders are investigating 

the lineage of Jesus with Emily Lansmon in 

the FLY Room. 

 

òFor  the word of God is living and  active,  sharper than any  two -edged sword, 

piercing to the division of soul and of spirit, of joints and of marrow, and  discerning 

the thoughts and intentions of the heart.ó Hebrews 4:12  

Challenge yourself. Letõs grow together in Christ by studying His Word.  

 

Summer Sunday School  

We need volunteers to help teach 

summer Sunday school.   You can 

sign up for one Sunday or multiple 

Sundays.  All materials are provided.  

If you are interested, please check 

out the dates, times and information 

on the sign-up sheet on the church 

bulletin board. 

 

 

 
Save the Date  

VBS:  July 15 ð 19 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

Vacation Bible 

School 

 

July 15-19 

5:30-8:30pm 

 

 

Registration is live! 

Sign up to attend or volunteer at vbsmate.com/FaithStephenville 
 

At Splash Canyon VBS, your children look into the Bible, God's Holy 
Word, and learn God's promises are ȬYesȭ in Jesus!  Kids confidently 

celebrate that our faithful God is with us on life's wild ride.   
God saves us through Jesus and gives us life and hope ever day and 

forever. 
 

Join us at 5:30pm for a light dinner, then we'll get started with the 
Wild River opening at 5:55pm.  We'll adventure through River Run 

Storytelling, Plunge in Bible Challenge, White Water Games, 
Sandbar Crafts, and River Riffs Music.  We will conclude at 8:30pm. 

 
All are welcome. 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

PB & J 

Recently in our Sunday school class on one of the books used in Stephen Ministry 

training titled óChristian Caring ï A way of Lifeô we discussed the question óWhat has God 

given us as Christians in particular that we can bring to our work of caring?ò. As we do in 

many of these classes, we arranged ourselves in groups of four to address the question 

at hand. As the time allotted came to an end, our class leader then instructed the teams 

to proceed ñUsing the insights we all just compiled, each group write a statement that 

summarizes the nature of Christian caringò.  

One of the teams briefly struggled to arrange all the gifts listed into a reasonable 

sentence that summarized it all. Then one member, who is also an educator, suggested 

we try using our answers in an acronym.  Another then came up with the thought about 

the key gifts that make Christian caring different.  PB & J. Not something the rest of the 

team immediately jumped on but, then she went on.  No not the usual peanut butter and 

jelly; for that is something that is definitely not considered uniquely Christian.  

Rather PB & J stands for Prayer, Bible and Jesus. Such simple yet memorable gifts that 

we have to aid in caring for others in a truly Christian way.  As we focus on the charge 

we have on óCaring for Peopleô, let us all be mindful and use the power of Prayer 

faithfully, the healing scriptures in the Bible as we share our time with others in need and 

the perfect model of caring and love, Jesus. So the next time someone brings up the 

thought of caring tools just say youôre into PB & J. 

God may be calling you to be one of these caring, committed servants who offer Christôs 

love to those who are hurting.  Consider Stephen Ministry training and make an inquiry or 

fill out an application and put it in our mailbox.  Your leaders will set up a meeting to 

discuss your interest and timing for expanding your gifts through this ministry.  

 

Faith Lutheran Church  

Stephen Ministry   
 

 

  



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Faith School Graduation 

Tuesday , May 2 2 

 5:30pm   

Faith Family Center   

Please join us to share your love 

and encouragement to our 

students & their families!  

 

               National Day of Prayer  

���������·�V���W�K�H�P�H������Pray for America - Unity  

                Thursday, May 3  

Faith hosts an hour of prayer from   
2:00pm �² 3:00pm  in the sanctuary  

 
See complete list of the dayõs events at: 

https://www.stephenvilletexas.org/events/details/national -day -

of -prayer -11307 

 


