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ñOne Spirit, Many Giftsò 

To each person the manifestation of the Spirit is given for the benefit of all. 1 Corinthians 12:7 

  

This Bible verse is the job description of a Christian congregation in a nutshell.  Each member of the Church, to 

whom the Holy Spirit came in Holy Baptism, to whom the Holy Spirit gave a specific gift, is a child of God through 

whom the Holy Spirit desires to benefit all the other children of God.  This whole chapter forms the epistle readings 

for three of the Sundays in January, which will conclude with the description of the greatest gift, without which no 

other gifts work to their fullest: Love.  

During the busy week of Christmas, I sometimes felt overwhelmed with the tasks at hand. Personal and 

vocational responsibilities contribute extra stress for pastors at that time, but we know that is just part of the calling 

and not unexpected.  But my point in mentioning that week is that it once again helped me to appreciate that the 

work of ministry has many hands and hearts.  My wife, our staff, and so many of you were also very 

busy that week.  Each was doing ministry differently, using the gifts that were assigned to them, for the benefit of all.  

Had any of the members not used their gifts, all other others could not have fulfilled their purpose to the best benefit.  

I thank God for all those gifts offered in service to God throughout the year. They all bless all the members, whether 

or not all the members realize it.  

Thatôs why Paul develops the theme further by comparing the church to the human body.  All the parts are to 

work together, even though some do so unseen, while the function of others is more public.   Not only in the area of 

gifts and service are we a body, but also in the caring and sharing, the sympathy and empathy. When one suffers, we 

all suffer; when one rejoices, we all rejoice.   

So as we move forward into 2016, my desire is for each of you to know your importance to the work of the 

ministry God has given Faith Lutheran to do in this place at this time.  Whatever your gift, use it to benefit and bless 

the Church with a willing and joyful spirit and to the best of your ability. No labor done in faith and love is ever 

invisible or forgotten. The Lord sees and remembers.     

Whether your gift is in teaching, administration, music, generous giving, counseling, healing, encouraging, 

cooking, building, repairing, caretaking (people and property), serving and assisting, or having time available for 

whatever is needed, God has something for you to do.  Know that He wants you to use your gift to benefit all, for 

others are using theirs to benefit you.   

In His service, Pastor Tom Konz  
 

THANK YOU from Cheryl and Pastor Tom 

     Once again you have shown in a tangible way your generous support for the work of the ministry by 

your wonderful gift at Christmas. While the gift is very much appreciated at this time, it is the love that 

went with it that blesses us even more.  Like Godôs gift of grace, which is not earned or deserved, your 

generosity is a welcome gift of encouragement.   

 

 

January Themes: The Words for Worship 

SUNDAYS    8:00am & 10:45am 
January 3    ñThe 'Who' Who Knows"  Luke 2:40-52 

January 10   ñWaters of Death and Lifeò Romans 6:1-11 

January 17   ñIn His Timeò  John 2:1ï11 

January 23    ñGodôs Message of Hopeò   Luke 4:16ï30 

January 30    ñThe Greatest Giftò    1 Corinthians 12:31bï13:13 

 



             

 

Sunday School ñChristmas  Program  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Sunday School  News  

by Cheryl Konz, Sunday School Superintendent  

 

 
 

The Sunday School Christmas program held on December 13 th went 

wonderfully !  There were 37 children from 17 different families involved  

in the program .  

 

The involvement of church members in t he first part of the program was  

entertaining and inspiring.  There were performances by a 3 rd grader, 

elementary childr en, a teenager, young adults, elders and older adults.  

Following these performances, the children presented the  

timeless Christmas Story  beautifully.  

 

LWML prepared 80 goody bags for all children in the program plus other 

children of ou r congregation plus Special Joy members .   

 

  MUCH thanks goes to:  Ola Faye Howard for set and decorations that help to 

set the atmosphere; the work of Brandon Lee on sound and lights is amazing; 

and the musical talents of Arnold and Cindy Ramming which add such beauty 

and inspiration.  
 

 



Sunday School resumes : 

¶ Childrenõs Sunday School ð The Winter Quarter lessons will take us 

from John the Baptist through the Temptation of Jesus, and Jesus 

calling Phillip and Nathaniel as disciples.  

 

¶ Youth Bible Classñ7th-12th grades  are meeting in the Youth Room 

with Emily each Sunday 9:45 -10:30am.  They are having a great 

time!  Join them!  

 

¶ Boundaries with Sherre West  - This class continues for those who are 

enrolled.  

 

¶ Pastorõs Class in Narthex - All adults are  invited ñno previous 

knowledge or experience or education needed.  

January 3  ð Guest Speaker, Reverend Joe Ardy will discuss 

òThe Hidden Power in the Meaning of Christmasó. 

January 10  ð Pastor Tom will continue with the series òOne 

Church, Many Creeds  - A Study of Christian Denominations 

from   a Lutheran Perspective ó. 

 

Godõs Blessings to allñthank you for participating and attending.  

Cheryl Konz, Sunday School Superintendent  

 

 

      
 

 

 

 
COME TO SUNDAY SCHOOLñBE BLESSED BY GODõS WORD 

BE A BLESSING TO YOUR CHURCH FAMILY! 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

      by Emily Lansmon  

FLYôs booth at Holly Jolly on the Square was a big hit! We sold many cups 

of hot chocolate, lots of cotton candy, and bags of popcorn.  The youth 

enjoyed the evening, and it was a great fundraiser for National Youth 

Gathering and camp this summer. 

 

 

Sunday school throughout December was dedicated to practicing 

for the Christmas program, which was lovely! The Sunday following 

the program, FLY joined all the Sunday school classes in a 

Christmas party filled with games, letters to Mickler, and sweet s.  

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Thank you all so much for your support and 

encouragement! As always, any of you can call or text me 

at any time ð 214-497-0441.  Emily Lansmon  

FLY got into the Christmas spirit through serving a member of 

our congregation, Marlene Prettyman .  We spent an afternoon 

putting up and decorating a tree, as well as putting garland 

and tinsel all over her living room! The fellowship and love was 

absolutely beautiful to witness.  

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

                                                                                                                                      

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

Coming up for FLY:   

¶ An upperclassmen evening. Weõll get together to 

discuss the adventure ð and challenges ð of college 

life.  

¶ Family Fun Night ð January 6 th at 5:30! All FLY families 

are invited to dinner and volleyball! It will be a blast.  
 

 

The FLY Christmas/New Yearõs lock-in was a blast!   

We enjoyed a variety of games: from a minute -to -win -it co mpetition 

to cards to hide and seek.  We got some laughs and tested our 

decorating skills with a gingerbread house making contest. We joined 

in heart and song during a mid -night worship. And through it all, we 

experienced amazing fellowship.   

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 
 

       

Lutheran Women ñon the Move  

 Our women are busy sharing their talents, time, and treasure.  We enjoy serving 

our Lord and invite all women to join us.  We are thankful for the wonderful support of all 

in our congregation!  

December 11 th:  Three of us gathered to put together Goody Bags for children for the 

Sunday School Christmas program.  We made 37 bags for kids involved in the program, 

another 28 for other kids of the congrega tion, and another 15 for Special Joy.    Thanks 

for FLY donating candy from their October event, plus LWML purchased more candy, 

Halo oranges, and small apples for all the bags.  

December 20 th:  We hosted a òBaby Shower for Jesusó!    We enjoyed yummy soup, 

wraps, and fudge from Soup and More, purchased by LWML.  Those attending brought 

gifts for Jesus that were donated to the Choices Clinic of Stephenville that supports 

women who choose to continue their pregnancy in trying circumstances.  Many are in 

great  need of some financial support so always welcome diapers, wipes, basic clothing 

and other items needed for babies.  We had an inspiring and fun time together!  

December 20 th:  Mite collections were gathered.  Whatever was gathered was added 

to the $78.61 from November and sent to the Texas District LWML.  All mite donations go 

to support mission projects!  

Coming:  

January 7 th @ 5:30 in Room 6 of FFC:  January business/planning meeting.  All women 

welcome!  

January 17 th:  Our annual Mission Program will take place following 2 nd  Service.   We 

invite all to come to hear a young man, Jonathan, who is from the church in Hamilton.  

He will share what he did and experienced on his recent  mission trip to Uganda.   

As always, LWML will provide a lunch for all!  

January 31:  5th Sundayñcollection of non -perishable food items for HOPE.  

SAVE THE DATE:  One day Womenõs Retreat on Saturday, February 20th!! 

 

 

 

 

Lutheran Womenôs                             

Missionary League  
 



 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

In the same way, let your light shine before others, so that they may see your good works and  
give glory to your Father who is in heaven. 

Matthew 5:16 
(ÅÁÒÔÆÅÌÔ ÔÈÁÎËÓ ÔÏ ÅÖÅÒÙÏÎÅ ×ÈÏ ȰÌÅÔ ÙÏÕÒ ÌÉÇÈÔ ÓÈÉÎÅȱ ÏÎ #ÈÒÉÓÔÍÁÓ %ÖÅ ÆÏÒ ÔÈÅ -ÅÁÌÓ ÏÎ 7ÈÅÅÌÓ 

clients. The added blessing was coming together with Faith members and friends in service to others. 
Thank you all for being a special part of this annual event.   

 

 

 

We pray Godõs blessings continue for all.   

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Next Meeting:  Monday, January 11, 2016, at 6:00 pm in the Library.  

 

 

 

      Founded by Pastor Ken Haugk to help hurting people in his own congregation, Stephen 

Ministry is 40 years old this month. Last year Faith made the initial investment to establish a 

Stephen Ministry team here, with the intention of sending 2-�����S�H�R�S�O�H���I�R�U���D���Z�H�H�N�¶�V���W�U�D�L�Q�L�Q�J���L�Q��
Dallas during the summer.  That was not able to happen this summer, but next July 10-16 

training will be available again in Dallas. (There is also training at other times and places 

throughout the year and nation, but this is the most convenient.)   

If you have a passion for helping the hurting in and outside of our congregation, and for 

training others to do the same, please see Pastor Tom about enrolling in this special training.   

For more information about the ministry in general go to www.stephenministries.org 
 

 
Thank you to all our Faith Families, both church and school, community 

organizations and individual families in town, that  made Christmas  
special for 75 children/26 families this season. We help anyone who comes 

through our doors with no assumptions and with grace and mercy.  
This year we didn't have to turn anyone away; if there was more  

need, we just told more people!   I was honored to be handing  
out gifts the last two weeks and until dark on Christmas Eve.  

Our work, this ministry, has made me so very thankful for  
living in this generous community.  

 

May the Lord's grace and peace bless you all this week as  
we remember His birth and the promise of life everlasting,  

free grace for all who believe.  
 

Blessings,  
Magan Carrasco  

 

 


